EPISODES   OF  THE   GREAT   WAR         [1916

reached Joffre, and that robust figure was swept
from bis place. His unrelieved optimism had become
a mannerism that palled ; some said he was growing
senile ; it was rumoured, too, that he considered that
France's great part in the war was over and that the
main attacks must now be left to the British. So
he relinquished the office of Generalissimo, which he
had held since the outbreak of war, and was nomin-
ated military adviser to the new War Committee,
being at the same time created a Marshal of Prance,
the first holder of that famous title to be appointed
by the Third Republic. Thus we must take leave
of one of the most honourable and attractive figures
that this narrative will reveal. The services of Joffre
to his country and to the Allied cause had been be-
yond all computation, and in the history of the time
his is one of the two or three names that will shine
most brightly. To his skill and nerve and patience
was due the triumph of the Marne, won when the
skies were darkest, which destroyed for ever the
German hope of victory. He had been, like Ajax,
the pillar and shield of his people, and his rock-like
figure had held the confidence of his country since
the guns first opened in Alsace. To him more than
to any other man was due the superb military effort
of France and her unyielding resolution. He had
brilliant lieutenants, some of them his superiors in
the technical accomplishments of a soldier, but his
was always the deciding will and the directing brain.
He was succeeded by Mvelle, a much younger
man, who had already won fame at Verdun.
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